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Innovative Drug Therapies Require Health Care
Financing Solutions to Match
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Federal Government Credits Prescription Drug Adherence
with Reducing Health Care Costs

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) changed its scoring methodology to reflect savings in
medical spending associated with policies that increased use of medicines in Medicare. A recent
report by the CBO illustrated the beneficial impact adherence to prescription medicines is having
on reducing other health care spending.

Based on this methodology, the CBO now scores every 1% increase in the number of prescriptions
filled with a 0.20% decrease in spending on other medical services, such as emergency department
visits and hospitalizations. This non-partisan legislative scoring agency has credited effective use of
medications with saving health care costs."
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Higher Adherence to Medicines Are
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Health Care Costs at Varying Levels of Medication Adherence
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Insurance Coverage Must Evolve to Recognize the Value of Medical Breakthroughs

Just as insurance coverage has been able to spread the risks and costs of expensive services like
hospitalizations, health benefits must evolve to improve and not be a barrier to patients accessing
more cost-effective and medically beneficial treatment options.
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